Retroviral sequences in rheumatoid arthritis synovium.
There are several relationships between retroviruses and cellular transformation, as well as retroviruses being involved in the development of autoimmune diseases. Retroviruses have been discussed as etiologic agents modulating or triggering certain pathways in the pathogenesis of rheumatoid arthritis (RA). However, none of the currently known retroviruses has been identified as specific for RA. Due to the unique properties of retroviruses, distinct experimental approaches can be used to detect retroviral activity in cells and tissues. Current research in RA using state-of-the-art molecular biology techniques includes both the search for exogenous and endogenous retroviral gene sequences in synovium of patients with RA.